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R e c e n t a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l 
scholarship on “new midwifery” 
focuses on how professional 
midwives in various countries 
are helping women reconnect 
with “nature,” teaching them to 
trust in their bodies, respecting 
women’s “choices,” confronting 
a n d d e f y i n g h e g e m o n i c 
biomedical structures, and 

fighting for women’s right to 
birth as naturally as possible. 
R o s a l y n n A . V e g a u s e s 
ethnographic accounts of 
natural birth practices in 
Mexico to complicate these 
narratives about new midwifery 
and illuminate larger questions 
of female empowerment, 
c i t i z e n s h i p , a n d t h e 

commodification of indigenous 
culture, by contrasting the 
v a s t l y d i f f e re n t b i r t h i n g 
experiences of upper-class and 
indigenous Mexican women, 
and showing how alternative 
birth actual ly reinscr ibes 
traditional racial and gender 
hierarchies. 
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